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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO' 376

BY RePresentative Ragan

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend community Mediation services' lnc 
', 

upon the

occasion of its Twenty-fifth Anniversary'

WHEREAS, it is fitting that ihis General Assemb|y should recognize those exemplary

organizations that are a credit to this State; and

WHEREAS, one such notable organization is community Mediation services (cMS)'

lnc., which was establish"o in tggo and iJcelebrating its Twenty-fifth Anniversary; and

WHEREAS,CMsprovidesthreedifferentmediationprogramsforresidentsofAnderson
County; all of the meOiaiiånã aie conducted by highly{rained võlunteers and are orovided free

of charge; and

WHEREAS,CMS'soriginalprogramistheVictimoffenderReconciliationProgram
ryOnpi wnicñ allows first-timä juvenilé property offenders to sit down face-to-face with a

volunteer mediator and the victims to work out a réstituiion plan; this process gives the victim an

opportunity to speak 
"nä 

o" n"ãro and begin the healing process while the offender develops

ãã'rno"rsí"noing of how his actions impacted others; and

WHEREAS, research conducted by the University of Tennessee shows that juveniles

who complete he vonp piogiãrn 
"r" 

rrih l"r. likely to commit future crimes than those who

did noi ParticiPate; and

WHEREAS, CMS has created Teen/Parent Mediation (TPM)' a prograrn. ihat allows

teenagers and the 
""ruõ¡u"i. 

*¡tñ-*r1o¡r they have conflicts to come to a mutually agreeable

solutiõn with the help of volunieer mediato¡'s; and

WHEREAS, most of the teenagers in the TPM program are referred via juvenile court

duetostatusoffensessuchasrunningawayorbeingunruly;and

WHEREAS,CMSalsoprovidesAccessA/isitationMediation,aprogramspecificallyfor
never-married parents *no ár"'having difficulty with visitation issues; in these cases' there are

no divorce decrees, 
"o 

inãr" is no co--pareniing plan that enables the child to have meaningful

relationships with both parents; and

WHEREAS, as cMS celebrates its twenty-fifth year.. of .ouisianding 
service, it is

appropriate to honor tn" ärg"nü"tron jgr helping io 
"n.úr" 

thai the welfare of this state's

"itL"nt 
is not only a top prioriy, but is of the highest caliber; and

WHEREAS,CMsanditsvolunteersaremostassuredlyworthyofthisGeneral
Assembly's recognition and approbation; now, therefore'

BEITRESoLVEDBYTHEHoUSEoFREPRESËNTATIVESoFTHEoNEHUNDRED
SEVENTH GENERA| AéSET'¡ALY OF THE STNTT OF TENNESSEE' THE SENATE

coNcuRRlNG, that we hereby honor and conimend community Mediation services' lnc'' and

its volunteers tor tne¡r-n.',eiitoriorr service io ihe residents of Ánderson County, congratulate

them on the occasion oïìh" 
"rgã"itaiion's 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary, and extend to them our

best wishes for every continued iuccess in all their future endeavors.

BEITFURTHERRESoLVÉD,thatanappropriatecopyofthisresolutionbeprepared
for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy'



ADOPTED: MAY 12.2011

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 376

APPR.'ED ,n 
" 
A{&'o^, o, {îßrl'- '0"

BETH HARWELL, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

BILL HASLAM, GOV


